Chapter 3 Public Review and Comments

This Initial Study was made available to the public for 30 days, during which time
comments were made. Following the 30-day circulation period, comments are
addressed in this section of the document.

On July 30, 2003, Caltrans and FHWA distributed the draft Initial Study (IS) for the
State Route (SR) 32 at Kennedy Avenue project. The draft IS was available for
review from July 31, 2003 until August 29, 2003. Caltrans sent a notice regarding
availability of the draft IS to 23 adjacent property owners. Copies of the document
were sent to six different public entities/officials, including the Butte County Library
in Chico. A public notice describing the proposed project and stating availability of
the draft IS for review appeared in the Enterprise Record on July 31, 2003.

All comments to the draft IS received during the public review period and responses
to comments are presented in this chapter. Each comment and response is reproduced
in its entirety in the pages that follow. Letters containing more than one general
comment are assigned a numeric value for each comment and corresponding

response. The following individuals provided written comments on the draft IS:

List of Commenters: Date of Comment:

1. Brian Uecker August 8, 2003

2. Lola Seipert August 12, 2003

3. Serena Gualotuia not dated — postmarked August 22, 2003
4. David Teeter not dated — postmarked August 23, 2003

5. G.M. Herseth / Doris Dianne McWilliams August 28, 2003

6. Derek A. Smith / Karen M. Kolb-Smith ~ August 28, 2003

7. Harold Smith August 28, 2003

8. Sonsor Smith not dated — postmarked August 30, 2003
9. State Clearinghouse September 2, 2003

10. Law Office of Leverenz & Ferris September 16, 2003
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Chapter 3 Public Review and Comments

3.1  Public Notice

avtrare PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF INTENT :
TO ADOPT NEGATIVE DECLARATION

WHAT IS PLANNED

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is proposing
to widen State Route (SR) 32 in the City of Chico. The project will
install a two-way left turn lane (TWLTL) from just west of East
Avenue through Kennedy Avenue to match an existing TWLTL west
of Kennedy Avenue. The project will also realign the southern leg of
Kennedy Avenue to a “T” intersection. The purpose of this project is
to improve safety along this portion of SR 32.

o

L}
L}
. State of California® Department of Transportation :
1
L}
1

Weast Sacramento Ave.
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WHY THIS NOTICE

Caltrans has studied the effects this project may have on the environ-
ment. This project will have a less than significant impact on noise
and visual and community resources.

WHAT IS AVAILABLE
The environmental document, referred to as a Draft Initial Study is
available for review and copying on weekdays between 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. at the Caltrans Office of Environmental Management, 2389
Gateway Oaks Drive, Sacramento, CA 95833 and will be online at
J/iwww.dot.ca. i vi v It
is also available at the Butte County Library, 1108 Sherman Avenue,
Chico, CA 95926.

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS

For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document can be made
available in Braille, large print, audio, audiocassette or computer 5
disk. To obtain a copy in one of these alternate formats, please call |
or write: Leslie Case, Public Information Officer, Caltrans — District ||
3,703 B Street, Marysville, CA 95901, (530) 741-4571 (voice
phone) or (530) 741-4509 (TTY).

COMMENTS

Please submit your written comments to Caltrans, Office of Environ-
mental Management, 2389 Gateway Oaks Drive, Sacramento, CA )
95833, ATTN: Brenda Powell-Jones. All comments must be received |
by August 31, 2003. For more information about this project, please |
call Jennifer Clark, Office of Environmental Management, at
(916) 274-0572 or Brenda Powell-Jones, at (916) 274-0577. B
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Chapter 3 Public Review and Comments

3.2 Comments / Responses to Comments

Commenter #1:

BRIAN UECKER
2576 HWY 32
CHICO CA 95973
530-893-8474

AUGUST 8, 2003

CAL TRANS CHER DANIELS, CHIEF
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
ATTN: BRENDA POWELL-JONES

We are writing in response to a letter we received about a project in front
our place of business. We are very concerned about the effects this project
will have on our property and our business. We own the majority of the
property on the north side of Hwy 32 in this proposed area.

This letter mentions that they intend to put in a turning lane and a
shoulder area along this stretch of road. We are not sure how they plan to do
this without taking out over 100 feet of recently laid sidewalk and gutters
along one section of this property. Our corporation owns a commercial
business office and a car dealership along this stretch of highway and it is
the highway frontage and access that makes these businesses a success , and
the property valuable.

We are concerned about losing our ability to drive and too park in front

of our dealership along the shoulder of the highway, this is essential to our 1a
business. We also fear that you may remove the street poles which hold our 1b
flood lights so we can stay open in the evening, they also prevent vandalism

and car theft.

We do not want to stand in the way of progress but these concerns are
bothering us and we need to be aware of what changes are planned that will
affect us. Please contact us at 530-899-1187 or by mail at the above address.

Brian Uecker
Pres.
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Response to commenter #1:

1a

1b

STATE OF CALIFORNIA—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY GRAY DAVIS, Governos

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISTRICT 3, SACRAMENTO OFFICE, MS 15
2389 GATEWAY OAKS DRIVE, SUITE 100
SACRAMENTO, CA 95833

PHONE (916) 274-0568 Flex your pawer!
FAX (916) 274-0602 Be energy efficient!
TTY (530) 741-4509

September 25, 2003

Brian Uecker
2576 Highway 32
Chico, CA 95973

Dear Mr. Uecker:

Thank you for sending in your comments and your telephone call regarding the proposed project
on State Route 32 (SR 32) at Kennedy Avenue in Butte County (EA 03-4A4400). In particular,
your concerns regarding highway frontage and access and to lighting are noted.

As indicated in the telephone conversation of August 8, 2003 you had with Caltrans
Environmental Coordinator Jennifer Clark, in constructing this project, sidewalks and gutters in
front of your business will not need to be removed and therefore should not reduce highway
frontage or reduce access to your business. We are still investigating whether or not the utility
poles in front of your business will need to be relocated: we should know this w ithin the next
few weeks. We are doing everything possible to minimize potential impacts to the poles, which
also hold your safety lighting. Caltrans will keep you posted of any future changes that may
occur with this project.

We thank you again for your comments, and we look forward to successful completion of this
important safety improvement project. If you have any further questions or concerns about this
project, please feel free to contact me at 916-274-0568; Cindy Anderson, interim Environmental
Coordinator for the project, at 916-274-0624; or Doug Lange, Assistant Project Manager, at
530-741-4465.

Sincerely,

CHER DANIELS, Chief

North Region Office of Envir I M tS-1

¢:  Cindy Anderson, interim Environmental Coordinator
Jennifer Clark, Environmental Coordinator
Doug Lange, Assistant Project Manager
Sukhwinder Bajwa, Project Manager

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”™
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Commenter #2:
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Response to commenter #2:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISTRICT 3, SACRAMENTO OFFICE, MS 15
2389 GATEWAY OAKS DRIVE, SUITE 100
SACRAMENTO, CA 95833

PHONE (916) 274-0568 Flex your power!
FAX (916) 274-0602 Be energy efficient!
TTY (530) 741-4509

September 25, 2003

Lola Seipert
2261 Kennedy Avenue
Chico, CA 95973

Dear Ms. Seipert:

Thank you for sending in your comments regarding the proposed project on State Route 32 (SR
32) at Kennedy Avenue in Butte County (EA 03-4A4400). In particular, your concerns regarding
your friend, Connie Smith, are much appreciated.

The Department has given a thorough analysis of available solutions to relocating Mrs. Smith from
her 2260 Kennedy Avenue home. We have determined that the work that was originally proposed
to realign Kennedy Avenue to a “T" intersection will no longer be part of this project. Therefore,
acquisition of Mrs. Smith’s property will not be necessary at this time. Widening about the
centerline on SR 32 und adding a two-way left turn lane will, however, still occur and in doing so
the trees and shrubs on that side of Mrs. Smith’s property (which are actually in Caltrans right-of-
way) will be removed. Caltrans has been in touch with Mrs. Smith and she is aware of the updated
plans. If any future changes to this project should occur affecting Mrs. Smith’s property, Caltrans
will be sure to notify you.

Caltrans will be updating its environmental documents to reflect the changes in the project scope.
Project construction is scheduled to begin early 2005. We thank you again for your comments,
and we look forward to successful completion of this important safety improvement project. If
you have any further questions or concerns about this project, please feel free to contact me at 916-
274-0568; Cindy Anderson, interim Environmental Coordinator for the project, at 916-274-0624;
or Doug Lange, Assistant Project Manager, at 530-741-4465.

Sincerely,

CHER DANIELS, Chief

North REgile'l Office of Envirc 1M gement S5-1

c: Cindy Anderson, interim Environmental Coordinator

Jennifer Clark, Environmental Coordinator
Doug Lange, Assistant Project Manager
Sukhwinder Bajwa, Project Manager
Joyce Lane, Caltrans Right-of-Way

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”

20

State Route 32 at Kennedy Avenue
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Commenter #3:

1671 Timber Lane
Paradise, CA. 95969
§-21-03

Calitornma Department of Transportation
Cher Daniels, Chief

Office of Environmental Managemeni-S |
2389 Gateway Oaks Drive

Sacramento, CA 95833

ATTN: Brenda Powell-Jones

Dear Ms Powell-fones

As Connie Smith’s friend for 16 vears, [’'m hoping that Caltrans will find another solution
to its traffic problem other than removing Connie’s home. In this letter, 1 would like to
appeal to your sense of humanity as well as offer some possible solutions,

Connie 1s 88 or R9 Vears old_has lived in her hame for almost 60 vears_among other
health issues, has heart problems, and has been very upset since Caltrans informed her of
their intentions (so much o that she ended up in the hospital shortly atter receiving the
news )

I have read the Initial Study on your website and see that all other solutions (conceived
thus far) have been rejected | have contacted a retired civil engineer who mav be able to
come up with ofher solutions to solve the problem for both commuters and Connie. If he
has any ideas, he will contact vou. (Last vear, on behalf of some Chico home owners,
this retired civil engineer was able to settle a dispute between the home owners and the
City of Chico Street 1]\tmﬁ1ncnt, hy suggesting a plan that was even more efficient than
the City’s ariginal plan, and which only minimallv impacted the home owners )

I also have an idea which, it' it were to work, conld save a lot of money, and even more
importantly, conld save Connie’s house: at peak traffic times. a Highway Parrol officer
conld be parked on Highway 32 several hundred vards sontheast of Kennedy Avenue, a
lowered speed sign, perhaps with a flashing red light, could be posted, and bittons conld
he put in the road to alert traffic to the slowdown In addition_an electrically lighted sign
could read “[lse extreme cantion. Slow to 25mph.” [or whatever speed deemed safe]
You conid implement these fairly minor and inexpensive changes immediately. 1f vou
found they worked adequately, vou wouldn’t have to perform “major surgerv’” at all in
any event, this conld be a permanent solution, or at least a femporary one until Connie
2ot to the point where she was incapable of living on her own and had to move out
anyway, or until her death.

Jennifer Clark informed me that unless the money for this project is used within a
specified time frame, Calirans will lose it 1 hope that that fact does not interfere with the
integrity of the decision. Remember, the quality of life of a vulnerable human being is in
jeopardy. Perhaps, according fo your report, there is “no impact” on the “elderly”

hecause it effects “only™” one person, but the effect to Connie is immense due to her
advanced age, state of health_and longevity in that honse

[ am hoping that the removal of Connie’s house ean be avaided ar at least postnoned nntil
she no langer needs o live there

Remember a society is nitimatelv ndged by the wav it freats ite most vninerahle
memher

Thank von for vanr time:, T ask for vour consideration

Sincerely
& =" ir
Serena Cualoiuna

)étm MM
(530) 872-3/36
ey ranoemad @ ga,ém Lo
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Response to commenter #3:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISTRICT 3, SACRAMENTO OFFICE, MS 15
2389 GATEWAY OAKS DRIVE, SUITE 100
SACRAMENTO, CA 95833

PHONE (916) 274-0568 Flex your power!
FAX (916) 274-0602 Be energy efficient!
TTY (530) 741-4509

September 25, 2003
Lola Seipert

2261 Kennedy Avenue
Chico, CA 95973

Dear Ms. Seipert:

Thank you for ling in your co regarding the proposed project on State Route 32 (SR
32) at Kennedy Avenue in Butte County (EA 03-4A4400). In particular, your concerns regarding
your friend, Connie Smith, are much appreciated.

The Department has given a thorough analysis of available solutions to relocating Mrs. Smith from
her 2260 Kennedy Avenue home. We have determined that the work that was originally proposed
to realign Kennedy Avenue to a “T" intersection will no longer be part of this project. Therefore,
acquisition of Mrs. Smith’s property will not be necessary at this time. Widening about the
centerline on SR 32 und adding a two-way left turn lane will, however, still occur and in doing so
the trees and shrubs on that side of Mrs. Smith’s property (which are actually in Caltrans right-of-
way) will be removed. Caltrans has been in touch with Mrs. Smith and she is aware of the updated
plans. If any future changes to this project should occur affecting Mrs. Smith’s property, Caltrans
will be sure to notify you.

Caltrans will be updating its environmental documents to reflect the changes in the project scope.
Project construction is scheduled to begin early 2005. We thank you again for your comments,
and we look forward to successful completion of this important safety improvement project. If
you have any further questions or concerns about this project, please feel free to contact me at 916-
274-0568; Cindy Anderson, interim Environmental Coordinator for the project, at 916-274-0624;
or Doug Lange, Assistant Project Manager, at 530-741-4465.

Sincerely,

CHER DANIELS, Chief

North REgile'l Office of Envirc 1M gement S5-1

c: Cindy Anderson, interim Environmental Coordinator

Jennifer Clark, Environmental Coordinator
Doug Lange, Assistant Project Manager
Sukhwinder Bajwa, Project Manager
Joyce Lane, Caltrans Right-of-Way

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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Commenter #4:
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Response to commenter #4:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY GRAY DAVIS, Goserroe

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISTRICT 3, SACRAMENTO OFFICE, MS 15
2389 GATEWAY OAKS DRIVE, SUITE 100
SACRAMENTO, CA 95833

PHONE (916) 274-0568 Flex your power!
FAX (916) 274-0602 Be energy efficient!
TTY (530) 741-4509

September 25, 2003

David L. Teeter
934 Neal Dow Avenue
Chico, CA 95926

Dear Mr. Teeter:

Thank you for sending in your comments regarding the proposed project on State Route 32 (SR
32) at Kennedy Avenue in Butte County (EA 03-4A4400). In particular, your concerns regarding
your friend, Connie Smith, are much appreciated.

The Department has given a thorough analysis of available solutions to relocating Mrs. Smith from
her 2260 Kennedy Avenue home. We have determined that the work that was originally proposed
to realign Kennedy Avenue to a “T” intersection will no longer be part of this project. Therefore,
acquisition of Mrs. Smith’s property will not be necessary at this time. Widening about the
centerline on SR 32 and adding a two-way left tumn lane will, however, still occur and in doing so
the trees and shrubs on that side of Mrs. Smith’s property (which are actually in Caltrans right-of-
way) will be removed. Caltrans has been in touch with Mrs. Smith and she is aware of the updated
plans. If any future changes to this project should occur affecting Mrs. Smith’s property, Caltrans
will be sure to notify you.

Caltrans will be updating its environmental documents to reflect the changes in the project scope.
Project construction is scheduled to begin early 2005. We thank you again for your comments,
and we look forward to successful completion of this important safety improvement project. If
you have any further questions or concerns about this project, please feel free to contact me at 916-
274-0568; Cindy Anderson, interim Environmental Coordinator for the project, at 916-274-0624;
or Doug Lange, Assistant Project Manager, at 530-741-4465.

Sincerely,

CHER DAN éLS Chief

North Region Office of Environmental Management S-1

o Cindy Anderson, interim Environmental Coordinator
Jennifer Clark, Environmental Coordinator
Doug Lange, Assistant Project Manager
Sukhwinder Bajwa, Project Manager
Joyce Lane, Caltrans Right-of-Way

“Caltrans improves mobility across Califprnia®
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Commenter #5:
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Response to commenter #5:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA-—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY GRAY DAVIS, Governoe

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISTRICT 3, SACRAMENTO OFFICE, MS 15
2389 GATEWAY OAKS DRIVE, SUITE 100
SACRAMENTO, CA 95833

PHONE (916) 274-0568 Flex your power!
FAX (916) 274-0602 Be energy efficien!
TTY (530) 741-4509

September 25, 2003

G. M. Herseth
226 West 5™ Avenue
Chico, CA 95926

Dear G. M. Herseth:

Thank you for sending in your comments regarding the proposed project on State Route 32 (SR
32) at Kennedy Avenue in Butte County (EA 03-4A4400). In particular, your concerns regarding
your friend, Connie Smith, are much appreciated.

The Department has given a thorough analysis of available solutions to relocating Mrs. Smith from
her 2260 Kennedy Avenue home. We have determined the work that was originally proposed to
realign Kennedy Avenue to a “T” intersection will no longer be part of this project. Therefore,
acquisition of Mrs. Smith’s property will not be necessary at this time. Widening about the
centerline on SR 32 and adding a two-way left turn lanc will, however, still occur and in doing so
the trees and shrubs on that side of Mrs. Smith’s property (which are actually in Caltrans right-of-
way) will be removed. Caltrans has been in touch with Mrs. Smith and she is aware of the updated
plans. If any future changes to this project should occur affecting Mrs. Smith's property, Caltrans
will be sure to notify you.

Caltrans will be updating its environmental documents to reflect the changes in the project scope.
Project construction is scheduled to begin early 2005. We thank you again for your comments,
and we look forward to successful completion of this important safety improvement project. If
you have any further questions or concerns about this project, please feel free to contact me at 916-
274-0568; Cindy Anderson, interim Environmental Coordinator for the project, at 916-274-0624;
or Doug Lange, Assi Project Manager, at 530-741-4465.

Sincerely,

(%‘E)’AN IELS, Chief

North Region Office of Environmental Management S-1

c: Cindy Anderson, interim Environmental Coordinator
Jennifer Clark, Environmental Coordinator
Doug Lange, Assistant Project Manager
Sukhwinder Bajwa, Project Manager
Joyce Lane, Caltrans Right-of-Way

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”™
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Commenter #5 (continued):

STATE OF CALIFORNIA—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISTRICT 3, SACRAMENTO OFFICE, MS 15
2389 GATEWAY OAKS DRIVE, SUITE 100
SACRAMENTO, CA 95833

PHONE (916) 274-0568 Flex your power!
FAX (916) 274-0602 Be energy efficient!
TTY (530) 741-4509

September 25, 2003

Doris Dianne McWilliams
341 Sycamore Drive
Chico, CA 95973

Dear Ms. McWilliams:
Thank you for sending in your cc its regarding the proposed project on State Route 32 (SR

32) at Kennedy Avenue in Butte County (EA 03-4A4400). In particular, your concerns regarding
your friend, Connie Smith, are much appreciated.

The Department has given a thorough analysis of available solutions to relocating Mrs. Smith from
her 2260 Kennedy Avenue home. We have determined the work that was originally proposed to
realign Kennedy Avenue to a “T” intersection will no longer be part of this project. Therefore,
acquisition of Mrs. Smith’s property will not be necessary at this time. Widening about the
centerline on SR 32 and adding a two-way left turn lane will, however, still occur and in doing so
the trees and shrubs on that side of Mrs. Smith’s property (which are actually in Caltrans right-of-
way) will be removed. Caltrans has been in touch with Mrs. Smith and she is aware of the updated
plans. If any future changes to this project should occur affecting Mrs. Smith’s property, Caltrans
will be sure to notify you.

Caltrans will be updating its environmental documents to reflect the changes in the project scope.
Project construction is scheduled to begin early 2005. We thank you again for your comments,
and we look forward to successful completion of this important safety improvement project. If
you have any further questions or concerns about this project, please feel free to contact me at 916-
274-0568; Cindy Anderson, interim Environmental Coordinator for the project, at 916-274-0624;
or Doug Lange, Assistant Project Manager, at 530-741-4465.

Sincerely,

CHER DANIELS, Chief
North Region Office of Environmental Management S-1

c: Cindy Anderson, interim Environmental Coordinator
Jennifer Clark, Environmental Coordinator
Doug Lange, Assistant Project Manager
Sukhwinder Bajwa, Project Manager
Joyce Lane, Caltrans Right-of-Way

“Caltrans improves mobility across California™
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